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Sondre Norheim, Father of Modern Skiing, is little known in North Dakota, where he ho-

mesteaded, died in 1897 and was buried in the cemetery of the preserved Norway Lutheran 

Church near Minot. 

This presentation of short place-based films highlights the application of Digital Storytel-

ling about Norwegian immigration to the prairies in three sectors:  
1. Museums: Short films are used in the Folk Museum of Northwood, popula-

tion 927, where a tornado severely-damaged the building and students are 
filming seniors who re-connect the stories of artifacts in a “Museum Without 
Walls” project. The purpose is to promote “Heritage Tourism” in a town with 
the highest per capita of declared Norwegian residents in the Nation. 

2. Education: In a University of North Dakota research project, Dr. Larrie 
(Lasse) Wanberg uses the Digital Storytelling method in Drayton, popula-
tion 913, to advance the town’s proposal for a Storytelling Festival next 
summer. Drayton produces an original community theater production of 
Norwegian immigration, based on popular novelist Lauraine Snelling series. 

3. Health: A filmmaker from Santa Barbara, CA, Lars Wanberg, who docu-
ments family heritage in ND and Norway, is currently capturing stories of 
researchers at the University of California Medical School at Irvine to raise 
funds for cancer research. 

The father-and-son teams of Larrie and Lars Wanberg with Joe Lambert and 14-year-old 

son Massimo presented “The Art of Storytelling” at the ND Museum of Art on July 1 and 

took a roadtrip to visit Sondre Norheim’s gravesite to collect stories from a 93-year-old cura-

tor Vera Nelson. 


