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During the summer of 2008 The Jacob Burns Film Center is a non-profit organization that 
provides opportunities for students of all ages to discover, explore, and learn through the po-
wer of film, media and 21st-century technology. One of our many initiatives has been develo-
ping a Digital Storytelling curriculum for children and adults. In the summer of 2008, we ex-
panded our Digital Storytelling program in partnership with The English Language Institute of 
Westchester Community College in New York. We piloted a program that would introduce 
Digital Storytelling to international students as part of the process of learning the English 
language. The course was labeled under “Special Topics” and no description was listed. Du-
ring the next six semesters, we began to discover that the benefits of digital storytelling went 
beyond just a powerful way to engage in language learning to also provide a voice for those 
students to communicate a sense of self in a place where the student might feel lost and unable 
to communicate. Digital Storytelling enabled students to discover their own voice. The expe-
rience with the English language learners influenced how we taught all of our courses in 
communicating with image, words and technology. Digital Storytelling expanded to help 
youth recovering from trauma in shelters and social service agencies feel empowered through 
their self-expression. The presentation will include clips and screenings from these innovative 
Digital Storytelling programs from the Jacob Burns Film Center. 


