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The role of digital storytelling in Brazil

• Brazil has been a fully-fledged democracy since 1988.

• But while representative democratic structures are now 
fully established, a participatory culture of democracy is 
not.

• 57% of people in Brazil would support an authoritarian 
system if it improved economic conditions.system if it improved economic conditions.

• Digital storytelling has been adopted as a practice by 
NGOs and civil associations in Brazil which (as in all  of 
Latin America) use grass-roots cultural production as a 
social resource, and the related pedagogies as a 
springboard for fuller democratic participation.

• How and why?



Grajaú, Greater São Paulo



Periferia em Movimento



Movement for Peace

• ‘Of the 15 homicides 
recorded every day in 
São Paulo, 1 is in the 
district of Grajaú’

• ‘Grajaú is the most 

• ‘Something needed to be 
done ... So the 
Movement for Peace 
began... we mobilise in 
order to attain a cultural 
perspective.. A way of 

• ‘Grajaú is the most 
densely populated 
district of São Paulo. Of 
its 5000,000 inhabitants, 
52% are aged between 1 
– 29’

perspective.. A way of 
being that is ours, that is 
more interesting, more 
creative ... A way that 
can be transformative, 
which can bring positive 
things ...’



Christian’s story 

‘One more survivor ...’

‘For the greater number of young people who 
live in the periphery, you manage to get by from 
day to day. I began to see how difficult it was to  
for people who live on the outskirts of São Paulo 
Getting up at the crack of dawn, getting the train 
is a battle, earning your living each day is a 
Getting up at the crack of dawn, getting the train 
is a battle, earning your living each day is a 
battle. Going to the centre for the cinema, the 
theatre or anything like that just isn’t possible...I 
followed my own way. Today, I could leave the 
periphery, but I decided not to. I chose to fight, 
for the periphery to have more dignity’. 



Situation of young people in Brazil

• Of the 190 million population of Brazil, 50 
million are aged between 15 – 29.

• 1.5 million young people between 15-29 are 
formally illiterate.

• 50% of young people in Brazil don’t attend high • 50% of young people in Brazil don’t attend high 
school.

• 12.7 % of young people between 18 – 24 have 
access to higher education. 

• But only 6.3% of blacks in this age group have 
access to higher education. 



Marginalisation from Culture

• Of that proportion of young people living with 
families who earn up to two minimum salaries 
($750.00 per month), just 8% have participated 
in any kind of cultural activity.

• 87% of young people have never experienced a • 87% of young people have never experienced a 
public cultural event or activity (museum, 
theatre, etc.)

• 58% have never seen a show, play or musical.

• 1% of young people between 15 and 24 years 
read books in their spare time. 



The One Million Life Stories of Youth 

Movement



Aims of the Movement

‘To value youth as a subject in the 

construction of the history of the nation: 

young people throughout Brazil have begun 

the movement One Million Life Stories of the movement One Million Life Stories of 

Youth in order to mobilise many others to tell 

and disseminate their stories, and so change 

the way society acts in relation to youth and 

the barely adequate provision made for 

them’. 



The role of the story circle



The transformation of ‘culture’

• The storytellers are now cultural producers who are 
also social producers. They create, through their own 
culture (dance, music, hip-hop, language, story) a 
culture of participation:  the story circle represents  
the first encounter of the social and cultural producer 
with their community. This is the genesis of with their community. This is the genesis of 
mobilisation. 

• The social constructivism of Freire has now evolved 
into social technology: the creation of culture for 
social purposes using people’s innate knowledge, 
experience, day-to-day artefacts of people, 
reproducible in many contexts and for many 
purposes. 



The participants as ‘agentes de 

história’ (story agents) 

• Through the creation and recording of the 
stories, the participant’s autonomy and self-
identity is strengthened: enabling them to be 
authors of stories and agents of history. 

• The development of any society is also the 
unfolding of an historical process, and we are 
all part of this process. All history is also 
narrative; by recording their narratives, the 
participants became agents of history.



The participants as ‘multiplicadores’

The concept of ‘multiplicadores’: sharing, collaborating and 
disseminating knowledge and its practices within society, in 
networks which are horizontal and plural.

This is linked to:

• Quantitative outreach: to be heard by as many people as 
possible.possible.

• Pluralism:  public, private, corporate, NGOs, civil 
association, communities.

• Integration: the stories are an integrating force within and 
between these institutions.

• Social organisation: the creation of a sustainable social 
fabric through networks, forums and other means of 
dialogue.



A fuller definition of political and 

social mobilisation

Mobilisation is:

• A process which needs to be integrated into day-to-
day life. Spaces for mobilisation are not just the street 
or the public hall.

• Mobilisation is quality as well as quantity: to be a part • Mobilisation is quality as well as quantity: to be a part 
as well as to take part.

• Mobilisation is direct action in the present, but also a 
sustainable project for the future.

(Antonio Lino Pinto Jr: Frutos do Brasil/Juventude

em Debate)     



Mobilisation is also ...

• Mobilisation is passion, but it is also reason: people 
must know why and for what reason they 
communicate.

• Mobilisation is communicated to other people 
(through posters, pamphlets and public discourses) 
but it is also communicative action and dialogue in a but it is also communicative action and dialogue in a 
fuller sense.

• Mobilisation does consist of heroic acts, but it should 
also be sustained through the discourses and actions 
of communities in their day-to-day life. 

(Antonio Lino Pinto Jr: Frutos do Brasil/Juventude

em Debate)     



Concluding thoughts

• ‘Human beings are, by their very natures, 
transforming beings. It is not the capacity for 
adaptation to reality, it is the capacity for 
transforming reality which makes human beings what 
they are’they are’

(Paulo Freire)

• Freedom is not possible unless it takes place within 
order, but the only order which produces freedom is 
that order which I create myself, in cooperation w ith
others, for the dignity of everyone’

(Bernardo Toros) 



References

• Project Aracati: http://www.aracati.org.br/portal/

• Frutos do Brasil/Juventude em Debate: http://frutosdobrasil.ning.com/

• Museum of the Person: http://www.museudapessoa.net/

• A Tecnologia Social da Memória: 
www.fbb.org.br/upload/biblioteca/documentos/1265391671421.pdf

• Um Milhão de Histórias de Vida de Jovens (Christian’s Story) 
http://www.museudapessoa.net/MuseuVirtual/home/resources/homesPhttp://www.museudapessoa.net/MuseuVirtual/home/resources/homesP
ublicadas/MVHM_41.html

• Periferia em Movimento
http://periferiaemmovimento.wordpress.com/2011/01/11/grajau-na-
construcao-da-paz-um-recorte-do-maior-distrito-de-sp/

• Barracão de Histórias
http://barracaodehistorias.blogspot.com/2007/12/morro-da-
macumba.html

• Paulo Freire Institute: http://www.paulofreireinstitute.org/


