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Background: 

Students return from periods of practical studies telling engaging stories with enthusiasm and 

sometimes frustration. Still their reports from these periods are most often traditional texts 

with little reference to personal learning and the impact on their identity as future profession-

als. For some years we have explored the value of digital storytelling as a way of contemplat-

ing on experiences from practice and relating learning to personal engagement and feelings. 

 

The case: 

70 students in their 2. year of a pre-school teacher bachelor program took part in a two day 

D.S. workshop following a six week period of work practice in Kindergarten. 

In groups of three or four they reflected on experiences, picked their stories and developed 

these through sharing and feedback focusing on reflection on the personal experience. Then, 

after a short introduction to Windows moviemaker, they produced individual digital stories. 

The finished stories were shared in larger groups of 15-20 students and their teachers trigger-

ing exciting discussions. 

 

All students answered a questionnaire, and we arranged a group meeting with the teachers 

evaluating the project. 
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Results:  

A large number of students express that this was a different and engaging learning process, 

stressing such things as deeper reflection, peer feedback and the qualities of multimodality in 

working with, and expressing, the emotional aspect of learning. 

 

Teachers express enthusiasm and claim core issues from the curriculum were illustrated in the 

stories which could then be used as triggers for discussion. 

 

Issues:  

Time, process, technical tools and competencies, multimodal qualities 

 

 


