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Culture Shock is a partnership project led by Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums and includes Beamish - The 

Living Museum of the North, The Bowes Museum, Hartlepool Museums & Heritage Service and Culture Unli-

mited. 

 

The project explores the diverse heritage of individuals, groups and communities living in the North East of Eng-

land by encouraging participants to create their own digital stories inspired by museum and gallery collections.  

 

By creating these stories, the project aims to promote a greater awareness and understanding of diverse communi-

ties by encouraging people from different backgrounds to document and share their heritage and experiences with 

each other and the wider North East community.  

 

Since June 2008 nearly 550 stories have been made by people from across the North East of England.  All the 

stories created by participants are being added to museum collections to help make our collections more relevant 

to the North East community and for future generations.  Culture Shock is leading the way in the region in col-

lecting, storing and accessioning digitally born material. 

Culture Shock has also been screening these stories in the public domain using innovative and creative broadcast-

ing methods including opening an empty shop in Newcastle City Centre through the national Empty Shops Initia-

tive in the UK, museum exhibitions, BBC big screens and national UK film festivals such as the London BFI film 

festival. 

 

For more information about Culture Shock please visit www.cultureshock.org.uk 


