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Intercultural communication is an everyday experience for an increasing number of 

people. Most communications arise as passing moments, moments we have not deliberate-

ly chosen to enter into. We communicate to move on with whatever challenge was ahead.  

We are in the process of using Digital Storytelling to establish a communicative context 

for 16 international students participating in a four month long program at Hedmark Uni-

versity College, autumn 2010.  We are also testing DS potential contribution to more aca-

demic reports. In our paper we will share our findings from the use of this method in two 

different communicative situations.   

Digital Storytelling is mostly used as a method of creating and sharing personal stories. 

We are investigating how the method can contribute to an open intercultural dialogue. To 

answer this, we invited an international body of students to articulate and share personal 

experiences that would portray themselves to each other.  To investigate the potential of 

DS in academic work, we asked the students to work in groups and to report through DS 

from an academic excursion. We wanted to identify what, if any, contribution the use of 

DS can make to open for and to integrate personal and cultural reflections in producing 

and sharing an academic report.  

The group as the collective producer of a DS is not common. We want to find out how 
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DS can invite the students to integrate their discussions from the excursion in their report. 

Does this use of DS open for more personal voice to become part of a student product? If 

so, in what way can this contribute to the development of individual and group understand-

ing of the phenomena investigated?  

 


