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Media Citizens through digital storytelling 

 
Concerns about the future of the democracy have led to a worldwide interest in issues pertain-
ing to education and citizenship. A key question is how to include young people into politics 
and how to create an education that supports their development to become active citizens.  

 
Based on the ideas of the philosopher and psychotherapist Cornelius Castoriadis (1922-1997) 
and theories of media education, this paper discusses new didactical methods for the citizen-
ship education. Some of Castoriadis’ central ideas are expressed through the concepts of indi-
vidual and collective autonomy, social imaginary significations, and through his distinction 
between the instituting and the instituted society. Castoriadis’ radical and politicized thinking, 
contributes to new insight about education in a democratic society. 

 
The digital media has great potential to reconnect the youth to politics. Moreover, as the media 
provides access to the public sphere, the expressions of the young generation can have a sub-
stantive impact. In the project Youth in the Centre, which took place in a Norwegian high 
school, the didactical potential of new media and digital storytelling is explored. The project 
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established a base for reflexive formation processes and provided the students with a unique 
opportunity to experience themselves as active “media citizens”. The students created, pro-
duced, presented a variety of media texts, and published them on the Internet 
(www.ungisentrum.net).  

 
By analyzing the students’ expressions, elucidated by Castoriadis’ central concepts, I explore 
how multimodal media articulation may contribute to the democratic education of adolescents. 
The analysis shows that media production and articulation have a great potential to make the 
students think, reflect and develop their autonomy, particularly by using the concept of digital 
storytelling. This is both because of its media-rich content and because of the great opportu-
nity to create a voice, and enabling the youth to «break into the world», respond, and be re-
sponsible. 
 


