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“Tell me!” A family learning project based on telling family stories in a learning 

environment 

 

Tell me! Is a cooperation project between Tønsberg Adult Education Centre and Tønsberg 

and Nøtterøy Library. The parents in the course are attending the introductory program, and 

they are learners at Tønsberg Adult Learning Centre, every second week their children are 

also attending. The course is held once a week in the library. 

 

The target group in the project is immigrant parents with their children, and the aim is to 

create a supportive environment for telling family stories from the parents homeland or 

upbringing. The aim is to engage parents and children together to collect stories that play an 

important role in the identity work of them both. 

 

An interesting aspect in the project, is the fruitful cooperation with the library. The different 

approaches to stimulate learning and the different fields offers new ways of constructing 

arenas for learning, and it strengthen the local significance of the course.  

 

Communication, language and identity work is central in the course. Through systematic 

activities parents and children are learning together, and the aim is to increase the parents 

awareness and confidence of using the language more active in the family. Tell me! Is also a 

way of learning the Norwegian language through using the participants own background and 

reflections. Secondly their stories will be told in an public arena, the library and the digital 

story will be open for all on the internet.  

 

Digital story telling is one of the methods used in the cource. The parents are telling a family 

story and the children are drawing, illustrating and collecting objects to illustrate the story. 

The stories is published on the national website: www.digitalt.fortalt.no .  

 

This is an important local integration work. It is also a new approach in learning Norwegian 

as a second language. The immigrants in the course show their resources, and their 

background is recognized. They are telling stories from their background, and that creates the 

possibility for dialogue and understanding in a multicultural society.  
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