
 

 
 
 
Digital storytelling 
- a model for participation in an era of new technology 
 

Delta Garden is a three-year project with the focus of integrating new technology and 
participation as working models to examine and develop businesses, organizations and 
research. One of the most frequently used methods in this work has been digital storytelling. 
This paper will explore some of the areas where this method has been used. 

The first part of the paper will report on a project called Historymapping. Through this project 
the intersection of cultural heritage, regional identity, tourism and user-generated content has 
been developed and explored. The main purpose has been to create a model that could 
combine cultural heritage with geography and user-generated content. The purpose was also 
to make a more accessible content connected to cultural heritage, but also to form regional 
identity through those living in the region, or visiting it. Traditionally museums and cultural 
heritage is something owned, directed and developed by a few people or institutes. Cultural 
heritage is actually ours – our history and our stories. Through new technology and 
storytelling we have the opportunity to create content through those who are carriers of stories 
and history. 

The second part of the presentation has its origin in two minor digital storytelling projects; 
one with a focus on personal memories located in a small Swedish village and the second one 
with a focus on personal memories told by immigrant women. Through these projects we will 
discuss issues such as relations between personal/private/public, silences, spaces and places 
and also connect our experiences to a more overall notion of participation and how digital 
technologies act and interact.   
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