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[murmur] is an international locative media project that collects memories related to particular 
urban locations, and makes them available by mobile phone. The project has been running 
since 2002. 

 
At its core, [murmur]’s mission is to allow more voices to be woven into the "official" narra-

tives of cities, democratizing the ability to shape people's perceptions of place, and making 
cities, neighbourhoods and ordinary places come alive in new ways for listeners. [murmur]’s 
stories, though personal, inevitably reveal elements of the wider social, civic and political 
history of a given spot, its surrounding location, and the communities and individuals connec-
ted to it. Each story’s details truly come alive as the listener walks through, around, and into 
the narrative. By engaging with [murmur], people develop a new intimacy with their surroun-
dings and "history" acquires a multitude of new voices, while the physical experience of hea-
ring a story in its actual setting - of hearing the walls talk - brings uncommon knowledge to 
common space, bringing people closer to the real histories that make up their world, and to 
one another.  
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[murmur] also allows participant storytellers to become community artists themselves - 
participants in the act of transforming place, and creating and linking communities, through 
story and public art. The stories become part of the physical urban landscape, giving tellers 
the opportunity to leave a tangible, lasting mark on the communities that inspired their stories, 
and mapping their experiences onto space together with others who have shared, or continue 
to share, that space.  
 


