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This presentation will focus on a movement using digital storytelling for the purpose of social mobilization on 

national scale, One Million Life Stories of Youth, established in Brazil in 2006 by a broad coalition of associa-

tions in civil society.  My particular focus in this paper will be the pedagogical methods and epistemological 

concepts which have evolved during the course of this project. Youth participants are themselves trained to be 

“multiplicadores” or “agentes da história” meaning “story agents” whose role it is to train and mentor other 

young people in their turn, within their local communities, and youth culture groups such as hip-hop and baile 

funk communities, engaging in a process of social mobilization through “multiplying” and disseminating the 

practice of digital storytelling in many directions and many contexts. 

  These pedagogical practices, adapted for the necessities of social mobilization of youth in Brazil, and 

partly informed by the critical theories of Paulo Freire, render young people themselves as the autonomous gene-

rators of the movement and, as the NGO Aracati’s website puts it, as “subjects in the construction of their na-

tion’s history”. They also greatly on the original idea of the “circle” as a foundational component for the trans-

formation of participants into productive subjects and active agents within society; and the pedagogy of digital 

storytelling as a means of establishing horizontal networks of power within society. These conceptual frame-

works will be discussed further through case studies of the ongoing training and work of the story agents during 

the movement’s four years of existence.  


