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Background: national jubilees 

The National Library of Norway is charged by the Ministry of Culture with the coordination of national 

jubilees for important Norwegian writers. One hundred years after his death we presented the exhibi-

tion Bjørnson – a Monumental Man. Champion of Causes, Peacemaker, Literary Lion (26.4.-

2.10.2010).  A web-exhibition presents several digital stories and interviews. 

http://www.nb.no/nbdigital/bjornson/web_utstilling/ A version with posters and the web-exhibition is 

shown in 130 libraries all over in Norway (and abroad). 

What to do with a forgotten monument?  

Bjørnstjerne Bjørnson, 1832-1910, is a “Monument” in Norwegian history. As a social commentator, 

politician and author, Bjørnson was highly regarded both at home and abroad. Although everyone in 

Norway has heard of Bjørnson, very few have actually read his books. His plays are rarely performed 

nowadays. In this Bjørnson Year we question how  Bjørnson’s works are faring in this day and age. Is 

he still worth listening to?  

As a curator I chose to conduct nine interviews with persons who wanted to say something about 

Bjørnson. Their comments influenced  the selection of objects and design for the sections. Examples:   
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- Topic “The storyteller”. Five 15 year-old school girls, whose parents came to Norway from 

Ghana, Eritrea and Pakistan, speak about Bjørnson’s well known love-story Synnøve Solbak-

ken (Trust and Trial). They underline that several subjects in the novel are important to them, 

such as how parents influence the election of spouses and the emphasis on a strict education. 

For them the story also had parallels with current Bollywood films. Thus the main poster for this 

section shows Bjørnson on a Bollywood-like filmposter. 

- Topic “The politician”: Jonas Gahr Støre, minister of foreign affairs, tells about how he is in-

spired by Bjørnson’s fight for freedom of expression, human rights and peace. On the poster we 

present Bjørnson by imitating a popular Obama election poster. 

Subjects to discuss: 

- How to use interviews to find out more about the relevance of historical topics today?  

- How to choose interview partners? 

- What is the interaction between interviews and exhibition? 


