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Voice is the process of giving an account of the world in which we act  
(Couldry: 2010, 96).  

 
‘I don’t like to remember the day I left home or the way I left. It is too painful,’ so be-

gins Ramona Charles in her digital story, I have people I left back home. She continues, 
‘what I do remember every day are my kids.’ Ramona diverts from any legalistic outlining 
of why or how she left her home country, and instead centres on her present concern of 
being separated from her children, uncertain when and if they will be reunited. As an asy-
lum seeker living in state-mediated separation from Irish society, Ramona was one of nine 
storytellers from Liberia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Nigeria, Serbia and Iran 
who self-selected to participate in a longitudinal digital storytelling project commissioned 
by the Forum on Migration and Communications (FOMACS). As Principal Investigator 
and Creative Director of the project, I will discuss Living in Direct Provision/9 Stories in 
relation to the emerging research agenda on listening (Back, 2007; Couldry, 2010; Dreher, 
2009), analyzing the inquiry practice with participants inside and outside the workshop 
setting as we interrogated and explored their experiences, stories and images. Touchstone 
questions include methodological and ethical considerations for ‘doing justice to expe-
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rience’,1 bringing stories ‘home,’ seeking balance between process and product and possi-
bilities for ‘listening across difference,’ (Dreher, 2009).  

                                                
1 Here I am referencing Jackson’s interrogation of the moral and legal underpinnings of con-
temporary social science and his shifting of center from questions of social justice toward the 
question of how to do justice to experience (Jackson, 2002:84).  


