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Digital storytelling in Early Childhood Education: A tool for learning? 

The paper addresses the conference session by contributing with empirical knowledge 

about how a group of multicultural students at the Workplace-based Early Childhood Educa-

tion Program, Oslo University College, approached digital storytelling. The research question 

in this case study is: Which impact does digital storytelling have on early childhood teacher 

students’ learning, and how do students approach the actual digital tools to produce digital 

stories? The aim of the study is to investigate digital storytelling’s potential for learning in an 

educational program where the students’ workplace is essential.  
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The project’s theoretical framework is socio-cultural theory initiated by Lev Vygotsky em-

phasizing the influences of cultural and social contexts. 

The methods are mainly qualitative. Data is gathered through participatory observation and 

field notes carried out in class and workshops, online discussions, group interview and a ques-

tionnaire presented to 28 students (response rate: 82). In addition, data consists of students’ 

texts and digital stories. 

Preliminary key findings are that digital storytelling, as taken into use in this study, was an 

innovative element in the students’ learning environment. A majority reported that digital sto-

rytelling had positive impact on their learning outcome, and is a method they will add to their 

repertoire of methods as coming early childhood teachers. Although, we recognized the stu-

dents’ need for practice and structured support. The easiest part seemed to be technical issues 

(e.g. operating necessary software). Writing the stories, collecting appropriate photos, record-

ing their personal voice and putting it all together appeared to cause more difficulties.  
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